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I AM KENTUCKY: The Commonwealth, 
the Constitution, and Our Common Future 

Constitution Day at UK offers a full day of panels, talks, contests, 
giveaways, and FREE FOOD ALL DAY as we celebrate the 
founding document of our nation and learn how it has made us the 
country, the state, and the diverse people that we are today. 
8–11 a.m. Coffee With the Constitution. Get coffee and donuts on us, 
pick up your own copy of the Constitution, write for the First Amendment 
essay contest: self-enroll at www.uk.instructure.com/enroll/8E383D. 
10 a.m.–3 p.m. Rivers of Earth in Appalachia: The Work of James 
Still. Stop by Special Collections Research Center in M.I.King Library to 
learn about one of Kentucky’s honored poets. 
11 a.m.–noon Different Perspectives to Form a Collective. Join 
students at WTYoung auditorium to talk about UK and our country. 
11 a.m.–3 p.m. Civic Engagement Fair at Bowman’s Den to learn about 
how to get more involved in the communities and issues that move you. 
12–2 p.m. Eat The Bluegrass Stop by Young Library for Kentucky-
themed lunch items (free), lawn games, music by WRFL, and more! 
1–2 p.m. Constitutional Controversy in the Age of Trump. Join expert 
UK political scientists for a rousing discussion at WTYoung auditorium. 
2–3 p.m. America’s Unwritten Constitution: A Guide for Civic 
Engagement. UK historian Jane Calvert uncovers the real story behind 
the writing of our nation’s founding document at WTYoung auditorium. 
3–4 p.m. I AM KENTUCKY reception at the Gallery at WTYoung for 
food and conversation about what it means to be a Kentuckian today. 
4–5 and 5–6 p.m. KY Stands for “Know Your”: The Amendments and 
American Rights. Ky Assoc of Criminal Defense Lawyers workshops on 
the rights provided by the 6th, 8th, and 14th amendments at WTYoung. 
6–7:30 p.m. Keys to The Commonwealth: Why We Serve Kentucky & 
Why You Should, Too! Politicians from across the aisles talk about 
what it means to represent Kentuckians, how they got into politics and 
what they think the future holds for Kentucky. WTYoung auditorium. 
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Who’s	Here	for	Constitution	Day	at	UK	2017	

Different	Perspectives	to	Form	a	Collective	with	representatives	from	
many	different	student	groups	in	a	panel	led	by	Ben	Childress,	President	
of	the	Student	Government	Association,	economics	major	

Constitutional	Controversy	in	the	Age	of	Trump	including	
Lawrence	Baum	(Professor	Emeritus,	Political	Science,	Ohio	State	
University,	research	focusing	on	explanation	of	judges’	behavior	in	
decision	making);	Justin	Wedeking	(Associate	Professor,	UK	Political	
Science,	specializing	in	the	role	of	courts	in	the	U.S.);	and,	Mike	Zilis	
(Assistant	Professor,	UK	Political	Science,	research	focuses	on	politicized	
resistance	to	U.S.	Supreme	Court).	

America’s	Unwritten	Constitution	with	Jane	Calvert,	Associate	
Professor,	UK	History	Dept.,	director	of	The	John	Dickinson	Writings	
Project,	whose	research	focuses	on	Quaker	political	thought	during	the	
American	Revolutionary	Era	

KY	Stands	for	“Know	Your”…	workshops	with	Rebecca	Ballard	DiLoretto	
(Executive	Director	of	Institute	for	Compassion	in	Justice)	with	Ky.	
Assoc.	of	Criminal	Defense	Lawyers	presidents	David	Ward	(attorney	
with	White,	McCann	&	Stewart)	and	Amy	Hanna	(Adult	Trial	Division	
Chief	in	the	Louisville	Metro	Public	Defender's	Office)	

Keys	to	The	Commonwealth:	Why	We	Serve	Kentucky	&	Why	You	
Should,	To1o	

• Bill	Cunningham,	Kentucky	Supreme	Court	Justice	
• Colmon	Elridge,	VP	of	Global	Development	and	Membership,	

International	Coach	Federation;	Executive	Assistant	to	Governor	
of	Kentucky	(2007-15);	Executive	VP,	Young	Democrats	of	
America	(2009-11)	

• Iris	Wilbur,	Director	of	Government	Affairs	and	Public	Policy,	
Greater	Louisville	Inc.,	formerly	Regional	Political	Director,	
National	Republican	Senatorial	Committee,	DC	Metro	Area	
(2015-16);	Political	Director,	Team	Mitch	(2013-14);	State	
Director,	New	Mexico,	Republican	National	Committee	(2012)			

• Moderator:	Bill	Goodman,	Kentucky	Humanities	Council	
	

An	Equal	Opportunity	University	
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